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County Board Chairman Paul
Ferguson to be Guest Speaker at
May 7 Meeting

O

n Monday, May7, Arlington
County Board Chairman Paul
Ferguson will be the guest
speaker at the quarterly meeting of the
Yorktown Civic Association. Ferguson has

served on the Arlington County Board since
1996, previously serving as Chairman in 1999
and 2003. However, later this year he will be
seeking the seat of Clerk of the Circuit Court, a
position vacated by the retirement of long-time
clerk David Bell.
In addition to discussing his initiatives for the year, Ferguson will
come to the meeting prepared to discuss the upcoming renovation of
Yorktown High School, the expansion plans at Marymount University and
other issues directly affecting the Yorktown neighborhood.
During his 10 years on the Board, he has focused on funding for
education and public safety. In addition, he has worked to improve
pedestrian safety and neighborhood conservation, and is known as a
leader on environmental issues. Notably, he led the Board in adopting a
pilot project designed to create incentives for "green technology" in
building designs as defined by the U.S. Green Building Council's
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Green Building
Rating System, and he worked to form a partnership with the Northern
Virginia Conservation Trust, a private non-profit land trust to preserve
open space in Arlington.
Mr. Ferguson is the immediate past Chairman of the Northern
Virginia Transportation Commission and he serves as Second Vice
President of the Virginia Association of Counties. He also actively
represents Arlington interests on the Metropolitan Washington Council of
Governments Air Quality Committee, the Virginia Municipal League’s
Environmental Quality Policy Committee, and the National Association of
Counties' Environment, Energy and Land Use Steering Committee.
Mr. Ferguson is an attorney in private practice. He is a graduate
of George Mason Law School, James Madison University and Wakefield
High School in Arlington. Mr. Ferguson is a former civic association
president. He and his wife, Karen Keyes, have two sons and are
residents of Fairlington.
The May 7 meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. in room 1B at Yorktown
High School. A final agenda will be posted in advance of the meeting on
the civic association website at http:\\www.YorktownCivic.com.
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School Board Fails to Make the Grade on Yorktown
High School Parking

O

n February 1, the School Board voted to adopt the schematic design for a new
Yorktown High School building, despite ongoing complaints from citizens about the
serious shortage of off-street parking included in the project. While approving the project
design, board members did order staff to work with Arlington County officials to review
parking options and
neighborhood traffic and safety
concerns. The results of that
study were presented to the
School Board on April 12.
However, on April 19, the
board voted yet again to study
the school’s parking problem,
with the latest study to be
completed by June.
The school renovation is
expected to cost $100 million,
with funding spread between the 2006 and 2008 school bond elections. Construction is
expected to begin on the new 3-story structure in mid-2008, and will take four years or
longer to complete. Only the 2004 classroom addition and the existing auditorium will be
retained. The School Board also voted to include a new swimming pool in the project.
Students are not expected to be moved off-site during construction.
At the civic association’s January 16 meeting, a resolution was approved to formally
oppose the parking element of the school design and instead seek at least 400 off-street
spaces for the combined school/park facility in order to provide relief to the existing
parking problems around the school and to provide
adequate parking for the expanded Greenbrier Park 2007 Civic Association
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Marymount University to Revise Expansion Plans

M

arymount University has indicated that it will release revisions to its plans for the 26th
Street/Old Dominion surface lot site at a May 1 meeting that is part of a county-sponsored
facilitations process for the project.
That facilitation process was
requested by the County Board at a
December 12 hearing on the project.
At that hearing, Marymount
requested county approval to
construct a dormitory, classroom and
auditorium building and an
underground parking garage at that
site.

The adjoining Yorktown and
Donaldson Run civic associations both voted to oppose the project if it included all of the proposed
elements, citing concerns about the project density and impacts on surrounding residents. The Yorktown
Civic Association recommended that only the dormitory and parking structure be approved for the site.
Information on the project can by found on the civic association website, as well as on a webpage set
up by the county that lists documentation on the project at:
http://www.arlingtonva.us/Departments/CPHD/Forums/Marymount/Marymountmain.aspx

WAVA Radio Tower Coming Down Over Land Dispute

T

he owner of the WAVA radio tower, WAVA Building Limited Partnership, will be taking down
the tower near the corner of Lee Highway and George Mason. A court order has been issued

for the removal of one of three of the tower’s guy-wire supports that is located on the former AT&T
property to the west of the tower. That 5-acre property has been purchased by Altus Realty Partners,
LLC, with the intention of subdividing the parcel into 16 lots for single family homes. Most of those homes
would be built to the west of the Post Office building, with access from N. 22nd Street. However, the much
larger AT&T tower, itself, will remain in place.
While those companies were fighting it
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Please attend the Civic Association Meeting on Monday, May 7,
2007, at 7:30 p.m. at Yorktown High School, Room 1B.

For additional information about the Yorktown Civic Association and the issues covered in this
newsletter, check out our website at http://www.YorktownCivic.com.

Greenbrier Park Renovations to be Completed in June

T

hree of the four new athletic fields are now in use at Greenbrier Park, next to Yorktown High School,
and the final softball diamond is scheduled to be completed by the end of June. The sod is expected to
be laid on that diamond in mid-May. However, teams will not be allowed on the field before the end of
the school year in order to allow the new sod to properly root.
The new park has proven to be extremely popular, although there are several outstanding issues that
are still being addressed. The new lighting system has resulted in more light spillage onto neighborhood
properties and will be further adjusted. The away bleachers on the north side of the synthetic field will be
elevated to provide better views of the field. And an effort is being made to add exercise stations similar
to those available prior to park renovation.
Game schedules will be made available to
the civic association and park users at the start
of each month. Those schedules will be posted
at:
http://www.yorktowncivic.com/docs/Greenbrier
Calendar.pdf.
The fields are already heavily used, with
games and practices occurring seven days a
week. The first major event has been
scheduled for Friday, May 18, when the park
becomes the site for the district soccer and
softball tournaments, which are expected to
draw a crowd of 750.
During the spring and fall seasons, lights
may be on until 10:30 p.m. no more than three
times per week, with a 10:00 p.m. ending time
on the other nights of the week during the
prime seasons and during the off-peak seasons.

